i/8               ON THE PRINCIPAL PLACES

begins with, the starting of the traveller from a city on
the banks of the Hoang-ho. He shaped his course through
the centre of Tartary, entered by the northern extremity
of the plateau of Panin into what is called now Indepen-
dent Tartary, visited Samarcand, where there were no
Buddhists, but only fire worshippers. Thence, he passed
over to Balk, where he found religion in a flourishing con-
dition. He ascended the mighty Hindu Ivusli mountains,
penetrated into Cabul and Peshawar, crossed the Indus at
Attock, and turning abruptly to the north, visited Oucli-
ana, where he found dzedis and monasteries on the grandest
and most magnificent scale, and came back to Attock, fol-
lowing the western bank of the Indus. He then proceeded
through the Punjaub to Mathura, and minutely examined
all the Buddhistic monuments to be found in. the terri-
tories situated between the Ganges, the Gun.di.ick, and
Nepaul. He went to Benares, Pataliputra, and all the
places in Magatha, or south Behar, where his religious
curiosity could be satisfied. Thence he shaped his course
in an eastern direction, and visited the whole of Bengal.
He passed to Orissa, visited many places in Central India
and a portion of the Upper Deccan. He went to Molwa
and Guzerat, returned to Magatha, and began his home-
ward voyage. He recrossed the Indus at Attock, followed
up the valley of the Cabul river, and with unheard-of
difficulties and dangers passed over the Hindu Kvisli
range. His route across Chinese Tartary led him back
through Kashgar, Yarkand, and Khotan, to his native
place.

It is a matter of surprise to see how acute in his obser-
vations, correct in his descriptions,and exact in his measure-
ments, our pilgrim has been. With his book in hand, the
above-named eminent archaeologist was enabled, in many
instances, to identify at once mere mounds of ruins, and
satisfy himself that they were the remnants of the monu-
ments described by our pilgrim. When he entertained
any doubts in his mind, he had recourse to excavations,